402__________________    Sri Raghavendra

At that juncture, Venkannachar intervened in the
conversation and said, 1 shall follow the advice of going
to Mantralaya and be there soon with an escort. I suffered
loss of sight most unexpectedly, and if by Divine grace it
should also be restored in a similar way, let it happen so.
And even if it turns out to be otherwise, I would not bother
about it.'

Later, Venkannachar journeyed to Mantralaya with
an attendant and there he started his seva in the
prescribed manner, with utmost devotion. He prayed to
Gururaja from within his heart and did pradakshana and
namaskara with the help of his escort. He also rubbed the
outside of his eyes with the holy mrithika of Sri Rayaru
and did the seva that he had vowed to perform.

Those who saw Venkannachar doing seva with great
devotion and involvement, despite visual impairment, felt
agony in their hearts, looking at the pitiable condition he
was in.

He was doing his devotional service in a befitting
manner, chanting the stotra, Toojyaya Raghavendraya
Satya Dharma Rataya Cha, Bhajatam Kalpavrukshaya
Namatam Kamadhenave1. But quite unexpectedly, it
soon became necessary for him to get back to his place,
due to certain compelling circumstances. And left with no
alternative, he returned to his place, reluctantly though.

He had to submit a medical report to his employers
and his visit to Mantralaya had in no way mitigated his
mental depression. Besides, the abrupt termination of his
seva and return to his place had only aggravated his
sorrow.